
“How to Write and Publish Your 
Article in a Reputable International 
Journal”



Page 2 Animated Charts Collection

Evaluating scientific significance of 
one’s findings for international 
publication and strategy for selecting 
appropriate international journal  

Familiarizing with the in-house style 
of selected journals and manuscript 
online submission 

Preparing the manuscript :

• Titles, bylines, abstracts, and keywords 

• Introduction, Illustration, Methodology, 
Results, Discussion, and Conclusions 

Proof Reading and references using 
digital application

Language for scientific articles / 
Scholarly Journals  

AGENDA

All materials can be downloaded from https://goo.gl/i5EUOK 



Evaluating scientific significance of one’s 
findings for international publication and 
strategy for selecting appropriate 
international journal  

Prof. Mien A. Rifai (AIPI) 
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Until today, the function of scientific journal has not changed much, 
because modern researchers continue to want:
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• REGISTRATION: to register a discovery as theirs and made by
them on certain date, so that they can assert ownership and
achieve priority

• DISSEMINATION: to let their peers know what they have done or
achieved, so that they receive recognition and probably
collaboration

• ARCHIVE: to have a permanent and widely known record of their
research

• CERTIFICATION: to get their research quality (and by implication
also themselves) stamped by their peers through the reputation
of the journals



Research and Dissemination

RESEARCH OUTPUT

OUTCOMEIMPACT

www.sciencedirect.com

http://www.sciencedirect.com/


The following instrument can be used to assess the significance of the
findings being made, bearing in mind that it is better to be always in
doubt:

• although not completely the same, have similar results been published 
elsewhere before?

• if they have, what are the similarity and what are the differences?

• does the information thought and considered to be original really 
represent something new?

• is the originality in any part of the results of insignificant value?



One can begin by identifying and classifying the content of the articles
from the narrowest field of specialization in order to ascertain that it is
suitable to the type of audience to be addressed:

• the super-super spesialists

• the super specialist scientists

• the specialists

• or just generalist experts



Advice from Professor Stephen Ball, Editor of Journal of Education 
Policy:
"Some people who send papers ... simply send it to the wrong journal 
and that's becoming increasingly the case ... And it's surprising how 
many people submit papers clearly never having read the journal, 
never opened a page of the journal or read on the website what it is 
the journal's interested in. And increasingly, as the Managing Editor, 
I'm fielding papers at the initial stage which we would never send out 
for review and I write back and I say sorry, this doesn't fit within the 
remit of our journal."



Among the many identified journals, choose the one which:

receives the highest acclaim (accredited with high citation index) 
http://www.scimagojr.com/index.php

has the strongest impact in advancing the field of disciplin concerned

has the widest audience (written in UN languanges)

has global aspiration in geographical scope

contains only articles based on research results (rather than review articles)

is often refered to

is rapid in processing articles for publication (short waiting list)

is issued with high frequency (monthly or bimonthly insted of annually 
published)

http://www.scimagojr.com/index.php


Some important websites to brows for finding suitable major international 
journals:

• Cambridge Univ. Press (UK): www.journals.cambridge.org

• International Institute for Asian Studies: www.iias.nl

• Ingenta Environment (contains some 4500 journals): 

• www.ingentaconnect.com

• Elsevier: www.sciencedirect.com

• Springer: www.springer.com

• Wiley Interscience: www.interscience.wiley.com

• Taylor & Francis: www.taylorandfrancis.com

http://www.journals.cambridge.org/
http://www.iias.nl/
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/
http://www.springer.com/
http://www.interscience.wiley.com/
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/


After a journal has been chosen

 study two or three latest issues or editions

 peruse carefully its instructions to contributing authors (GFA)

 find out if the journal also issues further instructions in its website

 ensure that the instructions and all requirements are fully understood to their 
minutest details

 read carefully four or five sample articles (preferably ones closely related to topics 
being dealt with) and compare them closely them with the instructions to authors



• When the style and format of the journal have been completely 
understood and mastered, then one may start preparing the 
draft article to be submitted. 

• In doing so, ensure that every items (title, byline, abstract, 
punctuations, list of references etc.) are executed wholly in line 
with the instructions to authors issued by the journal.

Draft 
Article

GFA



• After completing and revising the first draft, it 
is not a bad idea to hand it over––together 
with a copy of the instruction to authors––to 
one or two close associates to read and 
comment on it. 

• Based on criticisms and suggestions received, 
revise the draft accordingly to prepare the final 
draft to be sent to the editor of the journal 
chosen.

• Upon receiving an answer, promtly respond to 
it accordingly (normally within a fortnight by 
post or within 48 hours by e-mail).



Indonesian editors often complain on the habit of 
Indonesian authors who generally are very slow 
or event reluctant to respond if asked to revise 
their draft as suggested by their peers.



To be considered having an international merit, a journal should :

• accomodate articles written in one of the UN languages.

• contain high quality original articles which contribute significantly to the 
advancement of the disciplin being much sought after by specialists all the world 
over

• be managed openly by a team of editors from all over the world, and the 
mechanisms of blind review by the peer group system is used in screening, selecting, 
and evaluating articles to be accepted for inclusioan

• has contributors that come from notable institutes in many countries having experts 
specializing in disciplin covered 

• has a global circulation because it is subscribed by specialized institutes from all over 
the world.



A closer examinations at the situation does indeed reveals that in 
general Indonesian scientific journals are :

• published in limited numbers (many only 300 copies per edition)

• circulated only locally and often privately

• not subscribed by major libraries (not even in Indonesia!)

• written in Indonesian only

• not being used by university lecturers as source of teaching material

• haphazardly produced, managed, and edited



Familiarizing with the in-house style of 
selected journals and manuscript online 
submission 

Prof. Sikstus Gusli (Hasanudin University )



What do you think?
• Suppose, you are travelling to a place for a recreation, 

the place you have never been before, and you are 
unfamiliar with. Would you:

1. rather not having information at all, just go for it? It is 
simple!

2. prefer to have some information, whatever available?

3. prefer to have a complete and trusted information about 
the destination and the places that you will pass in the 
journey? If so, where would you get the info from?

• If your answer is 3, then for your journey to make your 
article published, you need to read the journal GFA!



If you are to submit a manuscript to a journal, what do you have in 
mind?

• Is it difficult to publish in the journal?

• Would they help to improve my English?

• What is the cost for publishing my article?

• How should I prepare my manuscript?

• How should I prepare my illustrations?

• Can I submit colored ullustrations?

• How long is the abstract?

• Does the content of my article match the journal scope?

• Who would read or cite my article?

• and many other questions.



• GFA
• Introduction to GFA

• What is GFA or ItA?
• Why GFA is important?

• GFA of Soil & Tillage Res journal, as an example



No Standard GFA

• Every journal has its own GFA. Don’t use 
GFA of a journal for other journals.

• GFA may be changed when needed, so 
read the most recently updated one



GFA is a Need

• Authors must follow GFA of the journal

• Authors, therefore, must read the GFA before 
preparing the manuscript draft

• Failure to comply the GFA will lead to rejection of the 
manuscript

• GFA is “the skeleton” of the scientific article



Common thinking mistakes

• No need to worry about GFA. 

• That is easy, I know it already. 

• Nothing new. GFA of all journals are the same; so, no 
need to read GFA. GFA may change from year to year.

• Editor(s) will help me for minor writing style problems. 



So, 
what is GFA to you?

GFA is an “A to Z help” for 
every author.
Advice: 

Also, take a look samples of published 
articles in the last 2 years 



GUIDE FOR AUTHORS FOR

“SOIL &TILLAGE RESEARCH”

Copyright © 08 July 2016



Outline of Soil & Tillage Res. GFA, July 2016
Publisher Elsevier



Elsevier Publishing Campus
(New!)

 The Elsevier Publishing Campus 
(www.publishingcampus.com) is an online platform 
offering free lectures, interactive training and professional 
advice to support you in publishing your research. 

 The College of Skills training offers modules on how to
prepare, write and structure your article and explains how
editors will look at your paper when it is submitted for
publication.

 Use these resources, and more, to ensure that your
submission will be the best that you can make it.

http://www.publishingcampus.com/


Preparing the manuscript :

• Titles, bylines, abstracts, and keywords 

• Introduction, Illustration, Methodology, Results, 
Discussion, and Conclusions 

Prof. Dr. Dian Fiantis (Andalas University )
Prof. Suminar S. Achmadi (IPB) 
Prof. Ali Saukah (UNM)
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Title
• A title should be considered as an advertisement useful to capture all 

potential readers and possible users of the articles 

• It should also function as a beacon or ‘neon light’ to attract the 
attention of others to its possible use as a source of inspiration for 
furthering one’s work



Title - continued
• Please remember that:

• The title represents the part of the article which is most read by people 

• Hence the title determines the fate of a scientific article – be read and cited, 
or ignored and dismissed

• If unlucky, it will represents the only part of the whole article ever read by 
people outside its authors and editors

• Therefore the title should be prepared very carefully in order to:

be immediately comprehended, wholly understood, and grasped by all 
readers

adequately describe the whole content of the article

draw the notice of  casual readers 

stimulate the interest of information seekers



How can 
I generate 
a title?

• Think about the following 
questions: 
What have I found that will 

attract attention? 
What is new, different and 

interesting about my findings? 
What are the 3–5 key words 

that highlight what makes my 
research and my findings 
unique?

An Ideal Title : 
8 words   (German) 
10 words (English)  
12 words (Indonesian)

www.sciencediect.com

http://www.sciencediect.com/




Abstract
• An Abstract generally answers at least the first three of the following 

questions, and generally in the following order. 

You can use the answers to these questions to structure your Abstract.
• Why did I carry out this project? 

• Why am I writing this paper? 

• What did I do, and how? 

• What were my results? 

• What was new compared to previous research? 

• What are the the implications of my findings? 

• What are my conclusions and/or recommendations?



Abstract should include the following:

background 
information

your aim and 
its 

importance

Material and 
Methodology

your 
conclusions 

and 
implications









Keywords

• In published articles, keywords are mostly presented under the 
abstract

Normally consist of  3-8 words (may be organized in short in 
phrases) 

Prepare by not repeating words used in the title 

May even use words not appearing in the whole article

Some journals prepare list of keywords to be selected by their 
contributors



What is “Introduction”? What does it contain?

• Context of the study, state of the arts, frontier of knowledge

• Showing gaps/discrepancies between
• Practices/experience/empirical evidence and theories

• Different research findings

• Promising to fill in the gaps/discrepancies

• Promised contribution to the body of knowledge; showing significance of 
the study

• Showing what to be done by the researcher/writer

• May end with statements of research questions or purposes.

Introduction



Why reviewing previous research studies? 
Why Citing?

•To show any possible gaps or discrepancies 
between/among different research findings about the 
same topic so that it is clear how the present study 
contributes to the body of knowledge

•To support ideas and arguments of the author.

• Citations should not be put in the first sentence of a 
paragraph because the writer’s main idea is usually put as a 
topic sentence in the first sentence.

•To avoid unintentional plagiarism. How?



HOW TO AVOID PLAGIARISM?

GIVE CREDIT WHENEVER YOU USE

• another person’s idea, opinion, or theory; 

• any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings—any pieces of information—
that are not common knowledge;

• quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words; or 

• paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words. (Indiana 
University, 2004)



What does it contain?

Presenting/describing what the researcher has really done to answer 
the research questions.

Quantitative vs Qualitative Methods/Approaches

What methods or approaches would be appropriate for the following 
fields?:

1. Natural sciences

2. Humanities and social

sciences

What is “Method”? 

It depends on the purpose 
of the study



QUANTITATIVE vs QUALITATIVE METHODS/APPROACHES”

Quantitative 
Methods

Qualitative Methods

The final goal is theory verification, 
believing in a single truth

The final goal is theory generating, 
believing in multiple truths

Don’t get confused with quantitative data vs qualitative 
data: they can be used for either quantitative or 

qualitative methods

You can mix the two: 
mixed/combined 

methods or 
“Quantilative

Methods”



Table

• Prepare table in separate page (do not insert into the body of the text) 
and each table is prepared in separate page.

• Give table number in Arabic (1, 2, 3, 4, etc not i, ii, iii, iv, v, vi, etc).

• Before preparing a table, please check the general style in the latest 
issues of the journal.

• Generally, only three horizontal lines across the page are allowed, i.e.., 
Two on the column heading and one on the bottom of the table.



Table
• Vertical lines are not recommended.

• Therefore, line default in the computer program should be edited.

• Table should have a title on the top of the table. 

• Consult the latest issues of the journal or the instruction for author 
for formatting the title (justification, centered or left, italic, or capital)



Example 1 :



Example 2 :



Example 3 :



Results and Discussion Combined

Advantage

 simple

 only when problems are 
simple 

 appropriate for ‘note’ or 
‘short communication’

Disadvantage

 sometimes difficult to 
differentiate clearly 
between one’s own 
findings and those 
reported in the literature

 author’s argumentation 
cannot be developed well



Results and Discussion as Separate Sections

 neat format 

 some readers prefer to draw their own conclusions, without being 
prejudiced by the author, and compare them with the author’s 
when they come to the Discussion section 

When there is no separate Conclusion (and Suggestion) section 

 Conclusion can be integrated in Discussion section

 Put the conclusion at the end of the corresponding paragraph



Results and Discussion

Dalam pembahasan terkait diskusi , hal-hal yang harus diperhatikan antara 
lain: 

Implikasi penelitian apa? Untuk menunjukkan bahwa penelitian dilakukan 
tidak hanya untuk sekedarnya. 

Jangan mengulang hasil yang sudah ada pada penelitian-penelitian 
sebelumnya. 

Sangat penting penjelasan mengenai makna dari temuan dan bukan hanya 
hasil signifikansi statistik belaka. 

Jelaskan anomali penelitian kedepannya akan seperti apa



The most relevant socio-demographic variables of the sample are 
shown in table 4. (tidak ada ulasan; 1 paragraf hanya 1 kalimat)

Table 4.  Socio-demographic profile

Variable % Variable %

Gender Place of residence

Men
Women

49.1%
50.9%

Rural areas
Urban areas

63.5%
36.5%

Age Academic level

16 to 29
30 to 39
40 to 49
50 to 59
60 and over

24.7%
25.2%
28.3%
15.4%
6.4%

Primary education
Secondary education
Higher education

65.9%
20.1%
14.0%

Once tourist resources had been identified, the firts aspect in this 
investigation was to ask the local community (the target of 
economic .... 

Examples narrative and 
illustrative results - not good



The most relevant socio-demographic variables of the sample are shown 
in Table 4. In terms of gender, men and women are nearly similar in 
number. Most of the tourist in this area is less than 50 year’s old and 
they come primarily from rural areas. Surprisingly, approximately 65% 
the visitors are having primary education.  

Atau: gunakan ilustrasi untuk yang memang diperlukan. Misal:

Example of a good narrative



PROOF READING AND 
REFERENCES USING DIGITAL 
APPLICATION

Prof. Suminar Pratapa  (ITS)



 http://webshop.elsevier.com/langua
geservices/languageediting

Proof Reading and Submision

Automatic Reference

https://www.mendeley.com/newsfeed/

Mendeley for References

http://webshop.elsevier.com/languageservices/languageediting
https://www.mendeley.com/newsfeed
Mendeley for References.docx


LANGUAGE FOR SCIENTIFIC 
ARTICLES / SCHOLARLY 
JOURNALS

Dr. Faizah Sari (Surya University)



Purpose : To Improve the manuscript

The author is responsible for :
- Making sure that the reader see the important 

points in the text
- Helping the reader get the correct 

interpretation of the research



 Download Academic Phrasebank
1. Establishing the importance of the topic
2. Highlighting a problem in the field of study
3. Highlighting a knowledge gap in the field of study
4. Focus, aim, argument
5. Describing Methods
6. Statements of result , etc

Purpose : To Improve the manuscript

Academic-phrasebank.pdf








Academic Phrasebank

Academic-phrasebank.pdf


THANK YOU
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